
Dear Piedmont University Community,

I am delighted to welcome you to the first edition of our
quarterly university newsletter.  In these pages, we aim to
keep you informed about exciting developments,
accomplishments, and initiatives that continue to shape our
institution’s future.  As we progress in our journey toward
academic excellence and student success, it is my pleasure
to share with you the remarkable stories and achievements
of our alumni, students, faculty, and staff.  Together, we
are building a brighter future for Piedmont University.

Sincerely,

Marshall M. Criser, III

President’s Pen  
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Student 
Success
Piedmont Biology Professor Dr.
Julia Schmitz and students Addie
Bowen, Imani Vincent, and Shay
Bataille have been selected to
participate in the Council on
Undergraduate Research (CUR)
Scholars Transforming Through
Research (STR) program.  The
team is just one of 41 that will
travel to Washington D.C.
November 5th and 6th for in-
person training and
congressional meetings.

These teams will participate in a
six-month program aimed at
developing their communication
and advocacy skills which will
empower them to convey the
power of the high-impact
practices of undergraduate
research, scholarship, and
creative inquiry experience to
diverse stakeholder groups.

Piedmont University celebrated
four outstanding alumni at the
Alumni Awards and Sports Hall
of Fame Induction on October
14, 2023.  Dr. Marilyn Ayers-
Berrong, ’76, winner of the
Distinguished Alumni Award,
retired from a career in public
education and returned to her
alma mater to spend the next 23
years making a difference in the
lives of future Piedmont
educators. The Excellence in
Education Award was presented
to Ashley Dodd Jones, M’15,
EdS’16, whose dedication to
creating inclusive and engaging
learning environments for all
her students is a hallmark of her
teaching philosophy.
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Dr. Ayers-Berrong is pictured here with
Dr. Octavius Mulligan, Dean of the

College of Education. 

Celebrating Alumni

For his focused achievements
in process improvement in his
work at the University of
Georgia and his personal life,
Dr. Roswell Lawrence, Jr. ’09,
received the prestigious
Pacesetter Award.  

Piedmont Athletic Hall of
Fame’s newest inductee is
Laura Goodwin Winters, ’14,
M’16. Laura played soccer at
Piedmont from 2010-2014,
was named the school’s
second-ever Capital One
Academic All-American, and is
the current record-holder of
most assists in Piedmont
Women’s Soccer history. 

Join us in celebrating all four
of these special alumni who
make us Piedmont Proud!

Outstanding Alumni Receive
Awards
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The spring brought more success, as on the same
weekend, women's track and field and women's
tennis took home titles in dominant fashion to run
the women's total to four. Women's tennis also ran
the table, with a perfect regular season to take
home the regular season crown.  The Piedmont
men saw a fantastic close in the spring
championship season, with men's track and field
cruising to the championship while baseball made a
dramatic tournament run, punctuating the 2022-23
season. 

Piedmont Athletics 
awarded the 

inaugural CCS
Commissioner's Cups

This fall, Piedmont Athletics was awarded the
inaugural CCS Commissioner's Cups after the
first year of competition in the Collegiate
Conference of the South.  The Lions delivered a
clean sweep of the three cups, taking home the
women's, men's and overall titles after an
impressive 2022-23 season in the newly formed
league.  Piedmont bookended the academic year
with CCS titles, as women's cross country
crossed the line first in October, while baseball
put an exclamation point on the season with its
run to a ring in May.

Men's golf and men's tennis each delivered runner-up
finishes while men's soccer and men's basketball each won
a CCS postseason game.  Piedmont University's athletic
prowess was on full display during the 2022-23 season as
it clinched six postseason championship titles. 

“As we draw the curtains on this inaugural year for the
CCS, it is a privilege to present the Men's, Women's, and
Overall Commissioner's Cups to Piedmont University, a
testament to their unwavering commitment to the
principles of NCAA Division III,” said Beth Vansant,
Commissioner of the CCS. “The prowess of their student-
athletes and the tireless passion of their athletics staff
illuminate a path towards excellence that will inspire
generations to come."



Gabriella “Gabby” Lotter joined
the Piedmont University athletic
training staff as an assistant
athletic trainer in January.  While
a graduate student, Lotter was an
athletic trainer with the softball
program, which brought home the
2022 USA South tournament
championship. Lotter’s role
included evaluation, treatment,
and rehabilitation. 

Now, she is back at Piedmont as
the athletic trainer for the
university’s men’s soccer,
baseball, and basketball teams and
track throwers. She covers
practice and games, provides
emergency care and first aid, and
creates rehabilitation plans.

“It has been awesome going from
being a student to an employee at
Piedmont. I love giving back to
the programs that built me into
the person I am today,” Lotter
said. “Piedmont athletics feels like
home,” Lotter said.
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Calendar of 
Events

NOVEMBER

11/7 Chamber Ensembles

11/9 Piedmont University
Singers

11/11 Conservatory
Strings

11/16 Piedmont
University Wind Ensemble

DECEMBER

12/1 35th Annual Service
of Lessons & Carols

12/2 35th Annual Service
of Lessons & Carols

12/15 Fall
Commencement

As a four-year women's soccer team
member at Piedmont, Lotter helped
lead the Lady Lions to two USA
South Championships during her
career. Lotter also suffered her fair
share of injuries. That inspired her
to pursue athletic training. 

“After I tore my ACL and was doing
physical therapy, I knew I wanted to
do something in a similar field to
help athletes get back to their sport
and encourage them along the way,”
Lotter said. 

Lotter earned two degrees at
Piedmont: a bachelor of science in
exercise and sports science in 2019
and a master of science in athletic
training in 2022.

Lotter is a certified and licensed
athletic trainer. She is also a
National Athletic Trainers'
Association member and a certified
strength and conditioning specialist. 

To view the full events calendar,
 please visit here.

Staff Spotlight: Lotter Comes
‘Home’ to Piedmont as
Assistant Athletic Trainer

11/2-11/16 Nick Morris
exhibit 

https://www.piedmont.edu/events/


Page 5

Thomas A. “Gus” Arrendale, III
Louise L. Bass
Fred C. & Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
George I. Alden Trust
Ben and Gail Cheek
Craig and Febby Faerber
William and Carolyn Gaik
James and Susan Irvin
Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation, Inc.
Thomas A. & Lucile M. Moye Charitable Trust
Jane C. Johnson
Michael & Kim Mansfield
The Francis Wood Wilson Foundation, Inc.
James F. Mellichamp & Daniel J. Smith
J. Bulow Campbell Foundation
Jack Slade
The Thomas T. & Bernice F. Irvin Foundation
Dean Swanson
Georgia Independent College Assoc., Inc.
Stewart & Carol Swanson
South State Bank

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to our Yonahian Society and
alumni donors.  Your generosity and support have made a significant impact on
Piedmont University.  Your contributions have enabled us to continue our work,

reach our goals, and make a positive difference in the lives of those we serve.

ANNUAL GIFTS of $1,000 OR MORE
as of 7/1/2022

LIFETIME ($100K+)

MAYFLOWER’S CIRCLE ($10K+)

William R. Bannister
Marshall & Kimberly Criser
Dr. Phillip and Paulette Furman
Mack and Camilla Guest
Gary and Fran Jarrett
Susan E. Kyle
John Siegel and John Templeton
James Sievers and Dr. Samira Beckwith

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE ($5K+)

Ann R. Starnes
Sandra G. Borrow
Marilyn K. Brown
Thomas & Jenna Hensley
Dock & Nan Sisk
Dwight & Sharon Evans
James & Margaret Hobbs
Nancy Pruitt
Lisa Pruitt-Hamby
Woody & Megan Ramsey
Michael & Mattie Santowski
Mary Hart Wilheit & Philip Wilheit

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE ($1K+)
Philip and Jane Ballard
Marilyn L. McNeely
Dr. Kara and Chad Moody
Bruce Willis
Travis Shirley
Cris & Jane Carpenter
Marguerite A. Carpenter
Wilma J. Erwin
William M. House
Mylle & Bill Mangum
Drs. Gerald & Margaret Sullivan
Jim & Ann Parham
Timothy Dunton
Dr. Steve & Cynthia Nimmo
Tony C. Padgett
Anne W. Chenault
Dr. Robert H. Pittman
Dr. Gabriele U. Stauf
Dr. Margaret R. Gladney
Dr. J. Kerry Waller
Thomas J. Wigley

Pem & Lucy Cooley
Natalie Crawford & Kim Barb
Dr. Christopher & Nannette Curran
Tim & Jamie Darrah
O.C. Dean
Rev. Dr. Philip D. DeMore
Dr. Nancy Fichter
David & Leslie Foster
Adam & Erin Fraley
Elizabeth & Philip Healy
Betty Heathman
Robert Hughes
Tinsley & Gail Irvin
Douglas M. Johnson
Dr. Darlene & Dr. Jasper Lee
Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund
Kimberly Melton
Parks & Cathy Miller
Glynn R. Morgan
Deloris Mullins
Tony Porcelli
James & Sherrill Ragans
Larry Rasche
Mary Raymer
Greg & Laura Rhodes
Terry & Laura Rogers
Tommye & Thomas Scanlin
John & Karen Spiegel
John & Cathy Steinhauer
Rev. Dr. Barbara & Ed Taylor
Blake & Stephanie Thomas
Scott Wierson
Linda & Lawton Wofford
Carol A. Wood

Jim & Laura Peebles
Del & Pat Bradshaw
Robert T. Glass
Dr. Kelly G. Land
Michael Nicholson
Brian N. Sweeting
Dr. Rhani M. Choi
Matt K. Williams
Lisa L. Black
Pam & Joey Fountain
Matt & Mary Desing
Paulette Hamby
Dr. Matthew Teutsch & Melissa
Teutsch
Chris & Kathryn Kelly
Dr. Kim & Kody Crawford
Sierra Nicholson & Ryan Hull
Dr. Julia Behr
Ed & Kirsten Campbell
Ladson & Caroline Haddow
Justin & Katie Scali
Dr. C. Hinson & Jennifer Hinson
David & Ginny Abbot
Jeff & Amy Ballstadt
Jill Bradley
Lewis & Dianne Cody
Darrell & Christy Creedon
Nick & Brandy Kastner
Janet C. Donston
Dr. Edward & Alice Ariail
Dr. Edward & Frances Taylor
Dr. Patricia Bell-Scott
Lewis A. Brannon
Richard & Nancy Burrell
Dr. Martha & Jonathan Cantrell
Vallorie V. Coley

All donors who make an annual gift of $1,000 or more become Yonahians and are able to choose from a variety of giving
opportunities that range from supporting the annual fund, arts, athletics, academics, scholarships, and a new bridge grant

option that provides emergency assistance to students in need. 
To donate, please visit https://piedmont.edu/giving

 

https://piedmont.edu/giving

