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Dear Piedmont University Community, IN THIS ISSUE

As we begin a new semester, | am filled with gratitude and

excitement for our journey ahead. Piedmont continues to thrive, Faabliy & Bl oo 2

thanks to the dedication of our campus community and the Student Success........ 3

unwavering commitment to excellence in education, student

success, and service. Piedmont Lions......... 4
, _ _ Alumni Feature.......... 5

In the following pages you will read about success stories of the

ones who make this university great - the people. Whether you are Upcoming Events....... 5

a trustee, faculty, staff, students or alumni, together, we are

shaping the future and making a lasting impact. Donor Thanks............. 6

Let us continue to work together to uphold the values that define
us and to foster an environment where everyone can flourish.

Sincerely,
Marshall M. Criser,
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John Spiegel Answers to Professor, President/CEQO, and
Commanding Officer by Tertie Ellerbee

John Spiegel has some impressive titles — Piedmont Assoc. Theatre Professor
and President/CEO of Spiegel Films — but perhaps none more impressive than
Commanding Officer in the Georgia State Defense Force (GSDF). Spiegel joined
the GSDF, similar to the National Guard and referred to as the Georgia State
Guard, 15 years ago.

Service is a family tradition. His grandfather, Charles “Cy" Perkins, was an admiral
and a hero pilot in the U.S. Navy who earned the Navy Cross for actions during
the World War Il battle of Midway.

joining the service. The military hero told his grandson: “I served. You don't have to."

Spiegel went to Davidson College in NC to earn his undergraduate degree in
theatre. He achieved a Master of Fine Arts degree at the University of North Carolina
at Greensboro. He started his teaching career in 2003 and joined Piedmont in 2009.

Two years later, Spiegel enlisted in the State Guard as a private, worked his way up
to Staff Sergeant, and soon after completed Officer Candidate School. He is now a
captain and commanding officer of the 3rd Battalion 1st Brigade based in Winder.

The Georgia State Defense Force is a component of the Georgia Department of
Defense. Its members wear uniforms but don't carry weapons. Spiegel's unit

participates in opposing force exercises and provides disaster relief and recovery.

Last September, Spiegel's unit was sent to Augusta, where Hurricane Helene left significant damage. Soaking rains and 80-
100 mph winds caused trees to topple, and more than 8,000 power poles were damaged or destroyed.

Members of the Brigade cut trees, removed debris, and unblocked roads. They cleared the way to the four-unit nuclear
Plant Vogtle. They distributed food, water, and blankets.

Theatre productions and military operations have much in common — planning the
production/operation, assembling the right team(s), and meeting deadlines on or under budget.
Spiegel's MFA is in directing. He has taught theatre history, script analysis, and, more recently,
design. He also builds sets.

About a decade ago, Spiegel directed a production of Macbeth with a modern take using
contemporary weapons. The production included 42 blank guns and a tank. Where did he get a
tank? He bought it from a British museum that was going out of business.

The tank was parked outside the Swanson Center for Performing Arts. Someone with Netflix saw

the tank and asked Spiegel where he'd rented it.

‘I said, ‘Oh, no. l own it And he said, 'Let's talk." And we did," Spiegel said.
‘Coffee and a tea and a dinner, and this, that, and the other, and then all of
a sudden, he's renting things from me, and someone else says, ‘Hey,
where did you guys find this guy?' And there it is."

"It" is Spiegel Films. Captain/Professor John Spiegel is President and CEO.

Want the rest of the story? Click here.
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Pinnacle Awards

Piedmont ROAR Social Media Students win 15 ﬁ &y

by Dr. Joe Dennis

Piedmont students involved in Roar Student Media won 15 Pinnacle
Awards at the National College Media Conference, held last fall in

New Orleans.

“This proves that some of the best student media in the nation is being
produced at Piedmont University,” said Dr. Joe Dennis, chair of the
mass communications department. “These awards not only showcase
the outstanding talent of our mass communications students but also
demonstrate the array of educational activities happening at

Piedmont.”

Competing in the Division lll classification, which includes colleges
and universities with less than 5,000 students, Piedmont students

From left: Eric Edmonson, Jessica Sconyers, Paige Kluba, Nahomi

Solorzano, Sophie Haines, Alexis Baumgardner, Chloe Spradlin. earned a record five first-place Pinnacle Awards, the highest award in
Not pictured is Michelle Cates.

college media.

Senior film and documentary production major Sophie Haines took top honors in the Best Video/PSA category for her
‘Pardon My Overmodulating_ Promo," a 60-second commercial for a radio show hosted by a fellow student. The

multitalented Haines also earned first-place recognition for Best Column, “Bent, Torn & Shredded,” a personal essay

reflecting how women are sexualized from an early age.

Senior sports communications major Jessica Sconyers also earned two first-place awards, both for photography. An action
photo of Piedmont Lions baseball player Kolton Hicks took the crown for Best Sports News Photo. Sconyers and senior

mass communications major Michelle Cates took first place in Best Photo Package for their photo story “Nursing_students

learn through disaster," showcasing highlights of a disaster drill exercise held on Piedmont's campus in April.

Senior mass communications major Paige Kluba won the top prize for Best Sports Feature for "Kicking_Cancer: Still's 2023

season 13 years in the making,"” a story about Piedmont soccer player Ashley Still's battle with cancer and return to the

pitch.
Roar Student Media earned its first-ever podcasting award, with senior sports communication major Eric Edmondson taking
second place for Best Podcast for his narrative podcast, “Against All Odds, Against All Comers: The Story of the 2021 Atlanta

Braves.”

Sports communications graduate Matt Kodrowski earned a second-place award for Best Audio Talk/Entertainment

Program, “Pardon My Overmodulation.”

Senior sports communications major Chloe Spradlin (Fall 2024 graduate) earned two second-place awards for her writing.
Her story “Division Bri," about Piedmont women's tennis player Bri Laidman'’s life-changing decision to pursue a Division IlI

school, earned an award for Best Profile. She also took second place for Best Game Story for “Men's and Women's

Swimming_Top Independent South Conference Mountain," an article about the conference champion Piedmont swimming

teams.
Additionally, Piedmont students collected four third-place awards, and two honorable mentions, at the conference.

The 15 national awards — a record haul for Piedmont — caps off an incredibly successful year for Roar Student Media. Last
spring, students took home 14 awards from the Georgia College Press Association, including an overall first-place award for

www.piedmontroar.com as the top small-college student media website in the state.
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The fall semester at Piedmont was another successful one filled

with trophies, titles and moments that matter.

While wins on the field are celebrated, the biggest win of the
semester was creating an unforgettable moment for senior Anna
Lassiter who got to “ring the bell" to celebrate the completion of
her cancer treatment.

"“Ringing the Bell' for Anna was one of the most memorable

moments for me in my 23 years working at Piedmont,” said Director

of Intercollegiate Athletics Jim Peeples. “The real joy shown by all

the student-athletes, coaches and support staff from all our teams

who came that evening to see her ring the bell spoke to one of our athletic department's values of ‘family’
and what a great example of that value being put into action. | will remember that night for the rest of my
life."

Lassiter was also celebrated with her own Senior Day, marking the
completion of her collegiate career as she graduated in December
with her undergraduate degree.

On the field, three student-athletes earned all-region honors

(Walker Capelle, Men's Cross Country; Sophie Wells, Women's

Soccer; Sierra Judson, Women's Soccer). Twelve student-athletes
across five sports earned All-Conference honors and Piedmont took
the individual cross-country titles on both the men's and women's
side (Walker Capelle, Men's Cross Country & Skyler Seeber,
Women's Cross Country).

‘Adversity is a very real part of life, and | believe our student-
athletes demonstrated the skills of resilience in how they
navigated the challenges that came our way this fall," Peeples said.

For a full, visual recap of the Fall 2024 semester, click here.
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Travel Study, Small Class Sizes Made
Tench's Time at Piedmont Memorable Calendar of
by Terrie Ellerbee Events

A lot happened during Josh Tench's time as

a student at Piedmont University, especially
d during his senior year. Tench graduated in
2011 with a bachelor's degree in business
after studying abroad in Prague and Munich.

‘| still talk about that trip often. | made some
® great memories and friendships from my

time on that trip,” Tench said.

Tench grew up in Cornelia and enjoyed

attending sports camps at Piedmont as a kid.

He later took a few courses during the summer in Demorest, but most of his
classes were at Piedmont's Athens campus. Tench has lived in Oconee County
for the past decade.

‘I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Piedmont and would definitely recommend it to
others. | loved the smaller class sizes to grow relationships with professors and
other students and the accountability that comes with it."

While still a Piedmont student, Tench
began working for Watkinsville, Georgia-
based LAD Truck Lines. The company
announced in November that it had
promoted Tench to Vice President of Sales
and Logistics. Tench is a tenured member

of the logistics and trucking firm.

Tench is actively involved in his
community as a deacon at Briarwood
Baptist Church and a member of The
Georgia Club and the Touchdown Club of
Athens.

Piedmont University congratulates Josh Tench on his success and recent
promotion!
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LIFETIME ($25K+)

Jim Armstrong

Gus Arrendale

William R. Bannister

Louise L. Bass

Estate of Edwin H. Bingham

Marilyn K. Brown

Sandra G. Borrow

Ben and Gail Cheek

Betty J. Chokos '62

Charlie Allen Cleere '04 EdS

Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, Inc.
Council of Independent Colleges

President Marshall and Kimberly Criser
Dwight and Sharon Evans

Craig M. and Febby Faerber

Fieldale Farms Corporation

Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Dr. Phillip '68 and Mrs. Paulette Furman

Bill and Carolyn Gaik

George |. Alden Trust

Georgia Independent College Association, Inc.
Georgia Power Company

Mack H. Guest, Il & Guest Family Foundation Inc
Harriet Davis Wilbanks Trust

Helen S. McPheeters Trust

Thomas and Jenna Hensley

James and Margaret Hobbs

William M. House, Esq.

James and Susan Irvin

The Thomas T. & Bernice F. Irvin Foundation Inc.
J. Bulow Campbell Foundation

Fran and Gary Jarrett

Jane C. Johnson M'09

Judith Griggs Slade Charitable Trust

Susan Spaeth Kyle '95

Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation, Inc.

Leon Czikowsky Irrevocable Trust

Mylle and Bill Mangum

Michael F. '09 and Kim Mansfield

Dr. James F. Mellichamp

John E. Mullins

Peach State Federal Credit Union

Purdy Flooring & Design

Megan and Woody Ramsey

Scovill Fasteners

Charles K. '54 and Catherine Sewell

John Siegel and John Templeton

Jim Sievers '63 and Dr. Samira Beckwith

Dock '72 and Nan Sisk

Jack Slade

South State Bank

Dr. H. Milton and Mrs. Carolyn Stewart
Stewart and Carol Swanson

Dean Swanson

The Mary Jane Tenny Trust

The Frances Wood Wilson Foundation, Inc.
Thomas A. and Lucile M. Moye Charitable Trust
Thomas B. Musser Trust Under Will

Truist Bank

United Church of Christ

William H. Guild Charitable Trust

FOUNDER'’S CIRCLE ($5K+)

Christina Blackney

Samuel P. Carpenter '21

Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, Inc.

DB Acoustics & Sound, Inc.

Deloitte Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Southeast Conference United Church of Christ

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE ($1K+)

David '67 and Virginia '68 Abbot

Abby Jackson ' 84 & Abby J's Blackhawk Gourmet
Edward '80, HonD'94 and Alice Ariail
Kathy and Niles Baker

J. Philip '69 and Jane Higdon '70 Ballard
Barnes Group Foundation, Inc.

Lisa L. Black M'01, EdS'07

Jill Bradley '80

Lewis A. Brannon

Jonathan '81 & Dr. Martha '80, EdS'10, EdD'12 Cantrell
Cris '99 and Jane Carpenter

Marguerite A. Carpenter

Anne W. Chenault

Dr. Rhani Lott Choi '05

Lewis '67 and Dianne '69 Cody

Vallorie V. Coley M'99, EdS'04
Matthew E. Cook '96

Pem and Lucy Cooley

Dr. Kimberly and Mr. Kody Crawford
Dr. Christopher & Nannette Curran

Dr. Phil DeMore

Janet Donston ‘65

Timothy Dunton

Linda Ellis

Dennis & Jennifer Fahey

Mr. David '88 and Mrs. Leslie Foster
George F. & Sybil H. Fuller Foundation
Georgia Center For the Book

Dr. Margaret Rose Gladney

Bob Glass

Habersham County Chamber of Commerce
Ladson and Caroline Haddow

Paulette Hamby

Hayes of Baldwin

Betty and Phil Healy

Betty Heathman

Travis R. Hunt '08, M'10

Curtis L. Hughes ‘59

Tinsley and Gail Irvin

Kelly Tours

Chris and Kathryn Kelly

Dr. Kelly Land EdS'12, EdD'15

Dr. Delene and Dr. Jasper Lee

Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund

Terry & Robin Martin

Matthew ‘02 & Jennifer Martin
Marilyn L. McNeely

McNeely Foundation, Inc.

Kimberly and Hon. Harold Melton
National Association of Congregational Christian Churches
North Georgia Community Foundation
Ann and Greg O'Connor

Old South Church in Boston

Dr. Larry and Mrs. Dinah C. Peevy
Michael Porcelli '24

Tony Porcelli

Marilyn Rothschild

Justin M ‘05 & Katie ‘06, M'07 Scali
John and Karen Spiegel

Ann Hawkins Starnes ‘53

Dr. Gabriele U. Strauf

Dr. Gerald and Dr. Margaret Sullivan
Ann '10, M'12 Sutton

Tallulah Falls School

Dr. Edward & Frances Taylor

The Budd Group

The Heathman 40 and 8 Nursing Scholarship Fund
Blake '07, M'09 and Stephanie '08 Thomas
Dr. J. Kerry Waller

Weidner Law Firm

Thomas J. Wigley

Robert M. and Colleen D. Williams
Carol Wood

All donors who make an annual gift of $1,000 or more become Yonahians and are able to choose from a variety of giving opportunities that

range from supporting the annual fund, arts, athletics, academics, scholarships, and a new bridge grant option that provides emergency
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assistance to students in need.
To donate, please visit https://piedmont.edu/giving
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